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Milk quality should be evaluated not only on its

nutrient content, but also for its microbiological

quality. Poor microbial quality may be responsible

for the occurrence of diseases. The objective of

feeding acidified milk is to prevent microbial

growth in whole milk which can be a challenge

especially in feeding programs with free access to

milk or in calf operations that not have

refrigerated storage.

INTRODUCTION   

These results suggest that acidified milk is

an alternative for feeding calves in tropical

climates with performance similar to that

observed for MR, but with lower days with

fever.

CONCLUSIONS   

RESULTS

MATERIAL E METHODS   

▪ Thirty-eight dairy calves individually housing;

▪ Fed different liquid diets:

1) Whole milk refrigerated (WM);

2) Acidified milk (AM)

3) Commercial milk replacer (22.9% CP;

18.8% fat; 14% solids) (MR);

▪ Milk was acidified to a pH of 4.5 with formic

acid;

▪ Kept in ambient temperature (23,7 °C) for 12

hours;

▪ Starter and water free-choice;

▪ 6L/d of liquid diet until 56d of age;

▪ Blood samples weekly collected;

▪ Health evaluated daily

Table 1 – Performance and blood metabolites of dairy calves fed

with different liquid diets

Table 2 – Health and fecal pH of dairy calves fed with different

liquid diets

(1)SEM: Standard error of the mean
(2) T: treatment effect; W: week effect; TxW: Interaction effect treatment x week; abc: different letters on the same line

indicate statistical difference (p<0,05).


