Muscular Tension as a Marker of Stress in Horses
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Control (CON): loose in box stall, companions
in adjacent stalls

Social Isolation (ISO): loose in box stall, = 1 activity in masseter (average rectified value & median frequency)

companions removed from barn ISO = 4 stress related behaviors & changed activity in masseter & cervical trapezius
Novel Object (NOV): restrained with halter & (1 average rectified value & |, median frequency)

lead, standing on tarp Muscle activity can be used to assess stress in horses

Sham Clipping (-)2 restrained with halter & Observed responses dependent on condition — array of measurements may 4" accuracy

lead, clippers on neck (alternate left and right) Next Step: Measure muscle activity in an applied setting
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